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MAY 13 1974

Br, Charles R, Adans, Jx.
City Atte

Cclcy of Fort Velley

Fert Vallsy, Ceorgia 31330

Dear lr. Mm:

 This ts 1a uhrmc to the Gtorgh Aszcuhly’s
1955 Amendment t¢ the Ciry Charter of Fort Valley,
1903 Georgla Lsws 2526, submirted to the Attorncy
Ccneral pursusat to Saction 5 of the Voting Righta
t::;af 1963, Your subalssiocn was recelved PMarch 12,
374, :

Aftar careful constderaticn of your sudalssion
sad the edditiensl {aformation you bave provided, Port
Valley's slectioa history and denographic characteriszica
and receat eourt declslons 1a weotisz rights casss, we
srs unable te concluds that teplemencation of the msjoricy
requirensat snd the suzberiag of the ¢ity coumcil end
etilities commissica posts does mor have @ racislly dis-
eriminatory sffect, Our gnalysis domcastrates that under

Tort Valley's original charter systea of at-large pluralicy .

slections ainority race voters have the poteatisl to elect

& eandidate of thelr gholee through the use of single-shot -

wth; wheress this potential is lost {f candidates muat
vestrict the{r candidacies to & single, specilic post
snd wms® receive more then Wmlf of the wotss cast,
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In romcarsble situations recemt sourt declsices
fadicate thet mabereld posts and 2 meieority reguire-
m:.:ty .Htc;fnly oporate ax @ dilutica of mimority
vor streng? georxia v, Paited grates, 411 U.5,
326 (1973); Gzavar v, !_l_mn,g;u ¥. lup‘f,'\?’ 704 (n.p,
Tex, 1972), ef'd, Yutte v, Regester, 412 B.%, 753
(1973); peaston v, $cotr, 336 F. Supp. 206 (£.b. K.C,
1972); Sim> v. Amos, 336 F. Bupp. 924 (4.D. Ala, 1972),
Accordisgly, 1 sust iaterpose su sblection om bedalf
of the Attermey Caneral ¢o the submitted eharter

awsadiecnt, 8o loog a8 eity officlals are slected at-large. |

The Attorney General {s, however, cognizaant of
the lagitimate city lanterests which the smendment wes
fateaded to seTve and chat, in the context of other
than at-large electicas, the smraisent’s (mplegentatiea
B4y Bot edversely affect minoriey woting rights, Should
Fort ¥alley adop: aod odta'n Sectien 3 pre~emforcemoat
clearsace for toplemonzatlion ef a racially meutral
tlection system, such a3 district representation, the
Attorucy General will, 1if requested, re-evaluats the
racial sffects, 1 any, of implemsatation of ausbaced
posts and & majority reQuirement. City of Petershburg,

Yirginis v, Pnleed Srazes, 354 P. Sipp, 10i1 (0.5.C. .

1972), atf'd, 4TI 6.5, %62 @my. . -
" Sectfon S of the ¥tiag Rights Aet of 1365 pre-

‘wides that {n addition te review by the Attorney General,

the subaitting swthority mey Lastitute sa sctien fa the
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Patted gtaves Dlotrict Court for the District of Colusdls

for &8 declaratsry judgment that shacges {n election laws
4o not have the purpese 8nd will not heve the effect of
denying or sdridzgiag the right to vote en gccount of

tace o7 eolor, aad, of eourzs, you eovutinue to have this
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If you Rave any further questiros or iaforme:ioa
which you wish te bring to the ezteation of this
Departmeat, please do not hesltate to coatact me or
Sandrs Lysn Beber ac 202--733-3139,

Sincerely,

J. STANLEY POTTINCIR
Assisrant Atromey Cenersl
Civil Righto Division



